Dear Zone Team Swimmer and Parent,

The coaches and committee would like to welcome you to the 2008 Lake Erie Zone Team.  The Megazone meet will be held Wednesday thru Sunday, August 6 – 10 at IUPUI, Indianapolis, Indiana.  The Open Water Event will be held on Wednesday, August 6 at Eagle Creek Reservoir.  The teams competing in this meet are Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Lake Erie, Michigan, Midwestern, Minnesota, Missouri Valley, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Ozark, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.

This packet contains additional information and necessary forms for participation.  Please read all information carefully and complete these forms prior to returning them with your full payment.  

ENTRY DEADLINES:  For ALL Swimmers qualifying during the 2007 Zone meet, the 07-08 short course season, a 2008 LE long course meet or any non-Lake Erie USA meet prior to July 13, 2008:  FORMS AND FEES MUST BE POSTMARKED BY MONDAY, JULY 14 AND RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY, JULY 16.  SIGNATURE REQUIRED MAIL WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  
THE INFORMATION & COMMITMENT FORM MUST BE EMAILED TO SARAH TOBIN (shakerswimming@msn.com) by MONDAY, JULY 14.  WE RECOMMEND YOU TURN IN ALL FORMS AND FEES ASAP.
NOTE:  For those swimmers above who have achieved zone times in the maximum number of individual entries (6 for 12 & Unders and 5 for 13 & Overs), please list (in order of preference) the events you wish to swim.  Please keep in mind that the coaches will decide the swimmers’ events based on what is best for the team.
NEW QUALIFIERS:  First time qualifiers after the Freedlander Meet (July 13) must turn in all meet forms including the Information & Commitment form and fees by the conclusion of the meet in which the time was achieved.  (For example, if a time was achieved at the LE Long Course Championship Meet, then the forms must be turned in by Sunday at 5:00 PM EST on July 27)!  We will take new qualifiers until Sunday, July 27.
QUALIFYING TIMES:  Times achieved at Lake Erie District meets are automatically recorded and updated in the Zone database.  It is the swimmer’s responsibility to email Pam Cook (pamswim@aol.com) if times are achieved at any non-Lake Erie USA meet.  Electronic files are required. Hard copy results will NOT be accepted.  High school swimmers may use District or State meet results, however, you must email Pam Cook and request that your time be imported into the Zone database.    
POSTINGS:  Please check www.lakeerieswimming.com for future information.  The website will be updated often.  We will post the swimmers names as we receive the Information & Commitment form, signed forms and payment.

TRAVEL:  Swimmers will be traveling together to Indianapolis by bus (except those competing in the Open Water Event).  The team will meet at a location to be announced at the Zone meeting.  The team will be staying at the Holiday Inn Express South which is about six miles from the pool.

LODGING/FOOD:  The Zone team, coaches, and chaperones will be staying in the Holiday Inn Express South in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The Zone Committee will arrange the meals for the athletes.

PARENT’S HOTEL:  Hotel rooms have been reserved for the parents.  There are a few locations.  Please check the www.greatracers.com for further information.
TICKETS:  If you would like to purchase admission tickets, please go to www.greatracers.com for more information.
UNIFORMS:  Order forms and sizing samples will be available at the Busbey Meet (June 21 – 22) and at the Freedlander Meet (July 12 – 13).  
OPEN WATER:  The event will take place on Wednesday, August 6.  Any swimmer wishing to compete in the Open Water event will have to secure their transportation. 
MANDATORY ZONE MEETING DATE AND LOCATION TBA.  

QUESTIONS:  Contact Sarah Tobin at shakerswimming@msn.com or 440-552-7023.
